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The Battle

The Battle of the Smyrna Convoy of 13 to 14 March 1672 was intended to be a surprise attack that would open the Third Anglo-Dutch War. The wind was from the southwest. The Dutch were sailing east, in a line organized into three squadrons. The English main body, commanded by Robert Holmes, had the weather gauge and approached from the southwest, in line, with the Resolution (70 guns) leading. 

The Dutch were forewarned, however, which was why they were waiting in line formation. They were able to successfully repel the attack, although not without losses. 

English reinforcements arrived for the action on the second day. 

The Dutch only lost the warship Klein Hollandia (54 guns) and 3 merchantmen. They also lost Jan Jacobszoon van Nes, an old veteran, as well as the convoy commander, Adriaan de Haaze. John Holmes, Robert's brother, commanded the Gloucester (62 guns) and took the Klein Hollandia (which sank) and also took a big Smyrna merchantman on second day.

Frank Fox has suggested that the seas may have been rough on the first day, based on a portrait of the St. Michael that may have been of this battle. He also says that Holmes was displeased with the quality of his ship's officers. The captains were generally soldiers, and this was probably the Earl of Ossory's first battle as a ship's captain.

Three days after the battle, war was formally declared (17 March 1672). Oddly enough, this was to be another war that the Dutch would win by knocking the English out of the conflict. The war with France continued until 1678, but they had eliminated one opponent.

Dutch Convoyers and Merchantment

Dutch Organization

Since we don't know the names of merchantships, they have been given numbers. The detailed list is simply an estimate, based on what was known about the range of guns carried.

1st Squadron

Dordrecht, 44 guns
Eland du Bois, Vice-Admiral

Delft, 36 guns

merchant-01, 36 guns

merchant-02, 28 guns

merchant-03, 26 guns

merchant-04, 26 guns

merchant-05, 18 guns

merchant-06, 14 guns

merchant-07, 10 guns

2nd Squadron

Vlissingen, 50 guns
Adriaan de Haaze, Admiral

Klein Hollandia, 54 guns
Jan Jacobszoon van Nes

merchant-08, 28 guns

merchant-09, 28 guns

merchant-10, 26 guns

merchant-11, 24 guns

merchant-12, 24 guns

merchant-13, 18 guns

merchant-14, 18 guns

merchant-15, 14 guns

3rd Squadron

Utrecht, 48 guns

Cornelis Evertsen de Jongste, Rear-Admiral

merchant-16, 40 guns

merchant-17, 26 guns

merchant-18, 26 guns

merchant-19, 24 guns

merchant-20, 18 guns

merchant-21, 18 guns

merchant-22, 14 guns

merchant-23, 12 guns

merchant-24, 10 guns

Dutch Warships

	Ship Name
	Guns
	Built
	Captain
	Admiralty
	Crew
	Length
	Beam
	Depth
	Gun List

	Vlissingen
	50
	1653
	Adriaan de Haaze
	Zeeland
	200
	130ft
	34ft
	13.5ft
	2-24pdr, 4-18pdr, 26-12pdr, 12-6pdr, 4-3pdr, 2-2pdr

	Klein Hollandia
	54
	1654
	Jan Jacobszoon van Nes
	Rotterdam
	215
	133ft-10in
	32ft-5in
	13ft-3in
	22-18pdr, 20-12pdr, 12-4pdr

	Utrecht
	48
	1653
	Cornelis Evertsen de Jongste
	Zeeland
	175
	134ft
	33ft
	13.5ft
	2-24pdr, 4-18pdr, 16-12pdr, 4-9pdr, 6-8pdr, 10-6pdr, 3-5pdr, 3-4pdr

	Dordrecht
	50
	1653
	Eland du Bois
	Zeeland
	200
	130ft
	34ft
	13.5ft
	2-24pdr, 4-18pdr, 16-12pdr, 12-8pdr, 16-6pdr

	Delft
	36
	1664
	Salomon Le Sage
	Zeeland
	120
	116ft
	28.5ft
	11.5ft
	16-12pdr, 12-6pdr, 6-4pdr, and 2-2pdr


Dutch Merchantmen

These are estimates based on knowledge of ships that had been hired for service, in the past.

	Ship Type
	Guns
	Crew
	Length
	Beam
	Depth
	Gun List

	40-gun ship
	40
	140
	150ft
	38ft
	14ft
	4-24pdr, 16-18pdr, 14-8pdr, 6-6pdr

	36-gun ship
	36
	125
	136ft
	37ft
	14ft
	8-18pdr, 16-12pdr, 8-6pdr, 4-4pdr

	28-gun ship
	28
	100
	140ft
	30ft
	13.5ft
	18-12pdr, 6-6pdr, 4-4pdr

	26-gun ship
	26
	90
	126ft
	27.5ft
	12ft
	14-12pdr, 8-8pdr, 4-6pdr

	24-gun ship
	24
	80
	122ft
	27.5ft
	12ft
	14-12pdr,6-8pdr, 4-4pdr

	18-gun ship
	18
	65
	119ft
	27.5ft
	12ft
	14-12pdr, 4-6pdr

	14-gun ship
	14
	60
	118ft
	27ft
	11.5ft
	10-12pdr, 4-6pdr

	12-gun ship
	12
	54
	116ft
	26.5ft
	11ft
	10-12pdr, 2-6pdr

	10-gun ship
	10
	50
	112ft
	26ft
	11ft
	8-12pdr, 2-6pdr


English Force

English Organization

Initial Attackers

St. Michael, 90 guns
Robert Holmes

Resolution, 70 guns


Cambridge, 70 guns

York, 60 guns

Fairfax, 60 guns

Reinforcements on Second Day

Gloucester, 62 guns
John Holmes

Diamond, 48 guns

Success, 32 guns

Ships

	Ship Name
	Guns
	Built
	Captain
	Crew
	LGD
	LK
	Beam
	Depth
	Burden
	Gun List

	St. Michael
	90
	1669
	Robert Holmes
	600
	155ft-2in
	122ft-6in
	41ft-8in
	17ft-5in
	1131 tons
	26-32pdr, 26-18pdr, 26-9pdr, 10-5-1/4pdr, 2-3pdr

	Resolution
	70
	1667
	Thomas Butler, Earl of Ossory
	420
	148ft-2in
	120ft-6in
	37ft-2in
	15ft-6in
	885 tons
	26-32pdr, 26-18pdr, 16-5-1/4pdr, 2-3pdr

	Cambridge
	70
	1666
	Frescheville Holles
	420
	150ft
	121ft
	37ft-10in
	16ft-4in
	921 tons
	26-32pdr, 26-18pdr, 16-5-1/4pdr, 2-3pdr

	York
	60
	1654
	Thomas Elliot (estimated)
	340
	139ft
	115ft
	35ft
	14ft-2in
	749 tons
	24-24pdr, 24-9pdr, 10-5-1/4pdr, 2-3pdr

	Fairfax
	60
	1653
	George Legge
	340
	142ft
	118ft
	36ft
	14ft-4in
	813 tons
	24-24pdr, 24-9pdr, 10-5-1/4pdr, 2-3pdr

	Gloucester
	62
	1654
	John Holmes
	340
	141ft
	117ft
	34ft-10in
	14ft-6in
	755 tons
	24-24pdr, 24-9pdr, 12-5-1/4pdr, 2-3pdr

	Diamond
	48
	1651
	Thomas Foulis (estimated)
	230
	127ft-4in
	105ft-4in
	31ft-3in
	13ft
	548 tons
	22-18pdr, 20-6pdr, 6-5-1/4pdr

	Success
	32
	1658
	
	140
	102ft
	85ft
	25ft-6in
	10ft
	294 tons
	18-9pdr, 10-5-1/4pdr, 4-4pdr


Thanks to Steven Webber for the other captains names (from Richard Ollard's Man of War: Sir Robert Holmes and the Restoration Navy ). He has been a great help, filling in details of the encounter, and suggesting that the York and Diamond were commanded by the same captains as at Solebay.
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